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"Theater as an Inter-Cultural Bridge"

A multi-cultural theater workshop in the spirit of Commedia dell'Arte

Jerusalem is a city with a rich multi-cultural texture. Psik Theater, which has been
creating theater in Jerusalem for over a decade, is intrinsically linked to the unique
atmosphere of this city. Through its many creative projects, Psik Theater connects its
absolute artistic commitment to its social statement and community involvement.

In this spirit, Psik Theater, in collaboration with the Jerusalem Inter-Cultural Center and
the Jerusalem Foundation, is now initiating a Jewish-Arab Theater Workshop for joint
study, training and creation inspired by the Commedia dell'Arte.

The idea for creating a common creative space for Jews and Arabs stems from the
recognition that encounters between groups from different cultural backgrounds will
enrich theatrical language, and have the power to bring into being a new and innovative
type of theater.

This encounter is an opportunity to test different levels of reality using artistic tools, and
at the same time, to enhance these very artistic tools by engaging them with a broad
range of cultural backgrounds.

Psik Theater specializes in this genre of theater called Commedia dell'Arte. Stemming
from the ltalian Renaissance, Commedia dell'Arte is based on a given cast of characters,
each distinguished by a certain type of mask. The same basic plot structures in
Commedia dell'Arte constantly repeat themselves, but take on different attire for each
play. Commedia dell'Arte often includes a subversive social message in comic disguise.
The main motifs of this genre deal with mistaken identity, or parents preventing their
children from fulfilling their love. Improvisation, comic gags, slapstick, intrigues and
conspiracies, and of course the work with masks — all these comprise the Commedia
dell'Arte. To learn this art requires the development and enhancement of unique acting
skills.

The creation of a joint Arab and Jewish theater group is an opportunity for an artistic-
cultural encounter, allowing mutual cultivation, discussion and breaking through of
boundaries and barriers, exchanging of knowledge and joint creation. All these seem as
important as ever in light of the continual conflict, which is a central component of the
reality in which we live.

The group will consist of about 15 actors, and will meet weekly for three hours, every
Monday between 17:00-20:00.

At the end of the year, the group will produce a bi-lingual production, and will stage the
fruits of its joint theatrical creation.

Participation entails a one-time registration fee of only 200 shekels.
Acceptance is based on a personal interview.

For more information and registration: Hila Tal - Psik Theater
Tel: 02 — 6513663 / 6511558, 9025576-050, Email: hila@psik.org.il
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